Retinal detachment following cataract surgery is a serious and potentially sight threatening event that will often necessitate further surgical intervention. Because of the temporal sequence of events, any retinal detachment following cataract surgery is often assumed to be causally related to the cataract extraction. The Measures of effect, such as relative risk, provide some assessment of the magnitude of an association between an exposure (cataract surgery) and the condition (retinal detachment), indicating the likelihood of developing the condition in the exposed group relative to those who are not exposed. The identification of a control group by Norregaard and colleagues permits this kind of assessment of the risk of retinal detachment associated with cataract surgery. Taking the standardised incidence ratios that are presented in this study (as estimates of relative risk), it would appear that the risk 4 years after surgery, for the ECCE and IOL group, is over 4.4 times that of the control group.
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